
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Blake's Community Bulletin – April 2009 
 

2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

 
The House of Representatives has identified the economy as our number one priority, including balancing the State Budget as 
required by law.  We also recognize the importance of maintaining the state's basic needs for health, education and public safety, 
and moving the State forward on energy and technology initiatives.  Following are some highlights at the mid-point of the session: 
 
1. State Budget Deficit: Roughly $820 million, or about 4% of the total State Budget, must be cut for Fiscal Years (FY) 2009-
2011 to offset projected lower revenues and balance the budget. In addition, another $90 million in cost savings must be found for 
current FY 2008-2009. The economic stimulus package approved by Congress and President Obama will cover a sizeable part of 
the State's budget shortfall with the largest portion coming from $320 million in new federal Medicaid funding. 
      
2. State Budget (HB200): The House of Representatives recently passed House Bill (HB) 200 relating to the State Budget for FY 
2009-2010 and FY 2010-2011 which has moved on to the Senate for review and approval.  HB200 responds to the State's 
economic challenges by reducing government spending and reorganizing certain state departments to achieve greater efficiency.  
It also provides for construction projects that can be executed immediately in order to stimulate the economy and provide jobs. 
 
3. Broadband Communications Infrastructure (HB984): Establishes a Hawaii Communications Commission and provides the 
foundation for a high-speed communications infrastructure statewide which enables Hawaii to compete in the global economy. 
 
4. Income Tax Restructuring (HB1747): Helps lower and middle-income taxpayers by 1) increasing the standard deduction for 
all filers by 10%; 2) increasing personal exemption by 10%; and 3) restructuring tax brackets and increasing the tax for those 
earning higher incomes – over $250,000 for joint filers, $187,500 for head of household filers, and $125,000 for single filers. 
 
5. Statewide Employment Training (HB987): Creates a comprehensive state employment training program which would provide 
assistance to those who have run out of unemployment benefits.  Provides temporary employment in needed public service 
positions.  Provides incentives for certain private employers who participate in the program. 
 
6. Temporary Health Insurance for the Unemployed (HB697): Ensures that people who lose their health insurance due to the 
economic downturn are provided a safety net for their health care needs. 
 
7. Medical Tort Reform (HB1784): Sets a maximum award limit for noneconomic damages in medical tort cases against 
physicians in certain high risk specialties.  Establishes a Medical Malpractice Rate Commission and Task Force. 
 
8. Cigarette Tax Increase (HB1175): Raises the cigarette tax from 10 cents per cigarette to 20 cents. 
 
9. Universal Health Care (HB1504): Creates the Hawaii Health Authority, responsible for developing a comprehensive plan to 
provide Universal Health Care in Hawaii. 
 
10. Fiscal Accountability at School Level (HB985): Improve accountability and transparency in public schools by requiring fiscal 
accountability measures at the school level, and requiring the BOE to develop an appeals process for school community councils. 
 
11. Reconstituting Schools (HB172): If a particular school's academic performance is not significantly improving, allows Super- 
intendent of Education to reconstitute a school, including replacing staff and entering into a private contract to manage school. 
 
12. Food and Energy Security (HB1271): Establishes a food and energy security program, increases the tax on oil and allocates 
the collection to various funds, and suspends for 36 months the ethanol requirement for gas used in motor vehicles. 
 
13. Renewable Energy (HB1464): Requires electric companies to use more renewable energy and increases the amount of 
electricity that must be generated by renewable energy.  Establishes cost-efficient energy efficiency programs and technologies. 
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KAIMAKANI STREET (AIEA) – UNIMPROVED SECTION JURISDICTION 

 
I am pleased to report we are moving closer to resolving the long-standing dispute between the State Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR) and the City and County of Honolulu concerning who owns the unimproved section of Kaimakani 
Street.  I have introduced House Resolution (HR) 116 requesting DLNR and C&C of Honolulu to agree to a final determination 
regarding its ownership and jurisdiction.  HR116 can be viewed on the State Legislature Website at www.capitol.hawaii.gov by 
clicking on "Bill Status and Documents".  The House Committee on Water, Land and Ocean Resources (WLO) is expected to hear 
HR116 shortly and we encourage residents to email or call in your comments and support to our legislative office. 

 

AIEA CURBSIDE RECYCLING BEGINS IN MAY 

 
The City and County of Honolulu's Department of Environmental Services is implementing curbside 
recycling in almost all Aiea residential neighborhoods, including Halawa Heights, Pearl Ridge and  
Waimalu, beginning the week of May 4

th
.  Three different carts are being used for recycling – green  

for green waste, blue for mixed recyclables, and gray for refuse.  The City is dropping off necessary  
carts to residences at this time.  A one month transition period will take place before cutting over to  
the new pick-up schedule which will be Tuesdays – refuse (gray cart), and Fridays - alternating each  
week between green waste (green cart) and mixed recyclables (blue cart).  The City will be distributing  
information which also can be found on its Solid Waste website www.opala.org or by calling 768-3200. 

 
Increased recycling will benefit our environment and divert thousands of tons of waste from landfills.   
Oahu generates approximately 1.76 million tons of waste annually of which more than one million  
tons are recycled – for a 57% recycling rate. About 600,000 tons of various materials are reused  
and remade into new products, and another 600,000 tons are converted into electricity at the  
H-POWER waste-to-energy facility.  We ask for everyone's support in this major step forward.                                                                           

 

APRIL IS "EARTH MONTH" AND TIME TO CLEAN-UP OUR COMMUNITY 

 
April is "Earth Month" and again in 2009 many activities are planned to bring people together to make  
an environmental difference. Please join us in helping at the following two Aiea community events: 
 
1.  Alvah Scott Elementary School Trash-to-Cash Fundraiser, Saturday April 11, 8:00am – 2:00pm. 
     Bring recyclable items to the school parking lot at 98-1230 Moanalua Road. (Sorry – no paint, hazardous 
     fluids, microwave ovens, gas tanks, or TV's.)  Call our office at 586-6340 if you have any questions. 
 
2.  Pearl Harbor Bike Path Clean-Up, Saturday April 18, 8:30am – 11:00am, Neal Blaisdell Park.  
     Sponsored by C & C of Honolulu, Navy Region Pacific, State Departments of Transportation and Health. 
 
A list of other "Earth Month" activities can be found at www.cleanwaterhonolulu.com or call 780-8872. 

 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 
Following are upcoming community events which may be of interest: 
 

 Aiea Neighborhood Board Meeting, Monday April 13, 7:30pm, Aiea Library. 
 

 Aiea Community Association Meeting, Monday April 27, 7:00pm, Aiea Library. 
 

                               COMMUNITY TRAFFIC AWARENESS PARTNERSHIP (CTAP)

 
In 2004, about 25 community members, our office staff and 
the Honolulu Police Department launched the Community 
Traffic Awareness Partnership (CTAP).  We continue to sign-
wave on Halawa Heights Road near Iwaiwa Street where 
speeding remains a problem. The next event is on: 
 
                Wednesday April 29, 4:00pm - 5:00pm      

Halawa Heights Road and Iwaiwa Street Intersection 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Blake's Community Bulletin is produced and shared with the community by the Office of Representative Blake K. Oshiro. 

If you have any questions, comments or community concerns please contact us. 
Phone:  (808) 586-6340  |  Fax:  (808) 586-6341  |  E-mail:  repboshiro@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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